
For this module, I was asked to create a website advertising a company which I had to create. I decided that my company would be called “Magic Make UP”, and that it would make and sell various make up and beauty products over its corporate website, in addition to providing customers with the relevant information regarding how to use and apply such products as well.

First of all, I had to establish my organisation and work out how my website was going to be constructed. In order to do this, what I did first of all, was to create a corporate logo: this was going to be an important element within my website, as it is part of my company’s identity.

Following this, I had to write up a website planning sheet. On this in a series of tables, I had to list each of my pages, and describe the following: what each web page would entail of; the colours what each web page would consist of; what images would be used on each individual page; what hyperlinks would have to be set up on each page.
Following this, I then had to design every element of my website on paper, by sketching each individual slide out, and highlighting its layout and its hyperlink properties as well. Once I had created an initial design of my website, I then drew up a list of critical success factors: these were a list of conditions that my finished website had to comply with, for instance, that all of my included hyperlinks worked properly and so on, to ensure that my website was of a high standard for its users.

Before actually constructing my website, I created an “Input, Process, Output” document, that outlined what elements I needed to incorporate in each stage of making my website. For example, I needed all of the following elements of “Input” with which to use to make my website: my company’s corporate logo; images of my company’s products; text boxes displaying the colours available to purchase my products in; information from various other make up websites. For the “Process” of creating my website, I had to do the following: design my website on paper; create the website in Microsoft FrontPage; insert all of the images and text into the correct pages in the correct places; add hyperlinks and buttons; ensure that my corporate logo is present on my Home page and “Buy An Item!” page. Finally, I decided that after making my web site, I must receive the following “Output”: a completed; readable text; effective images that stand out to the reader; all hyperlinks and buttons work properly; the information on each page is relevant.
I t was only after comprising this document, that I was actually able to construct my website, using a software package called Microsoft Front Page. When making my website, I had to ensure that I complied with all of my critical success factors, to make sure that my website was of a high standard .This meant that all of my pages had to follow an attractive colour scheme, and that all of the text had to be readable, and not clash with my web pages’ backgrounds. I also had to make sure that all of the images I used were real images of make up products, as opposed to clip art and finally, that my corporate logo was incorporated into my Home page and my “Buy An Item! page. The final thing that I had to do was to make sure that all of my hyperlinks worked properly, that they were linked to the correct pages and easy to locate, and that my pages were quick to load up as well. As a result of following these conditions, I ensured that once more, my web site complied with my critical success factors, thus making my web site better as a result.
Upon creating my web site in Front Page, I then had to construct a design guide, outlining all of the processes that I followed in an attempt to complete it. Within this design guide, I explained how to do the following: create a web page from a blank document; how to add a layer; how to create buttons and hyperlinks; how to add text and images to a web page; how to add backgrounds and borders to a web page; how to create further additional web pages. When reading my design guide, it is clear to see that I followed a strict design process when creating my web site. As a consequence, this means that I have met my critical success factors, due to the way in which that by following such a design process, I had ensured all of my web pages followed the correct page layout, and that each page also comprised of the correct colour schemes as well. In addition to this, my design guide also highlights how when adding text and images to my web site, that I ensured all of my text was easy to see and read, and that all of the included images were real pictures and not from the clip art option, in addition to making sure that my company’s corporate logo was included on the needed pages as well: yet more conditions outlined by my critical success factors. The final element of my website that I had to focus on were my hyperlinks, as I had to make sure that all of my links worked properly and were connected to the correct pages, and that all of my pages loaded up quickly and easily as well: the process of  adding hyperlinks to my web site were outlined in my design guide, therefore meaning that as a result, by adding these elements in the correct way, I was yet again, ensuring that my website complied with my critical success factors.

In a further attempt to make sure that my web site followed my critical success factors, I then had to create a testing plan, to help me to determine if all of my hyperlinks worked properly: another condition of these factors. Upon carrying out this testing plan, I completed a testing report to see if I needed to make nay improvements. After I had completed this, I realised that my web site didn’t totally comply, due to the way in which I had forgotten to link up the following hyperlink buttons with the correct web pages: the “Next Page” button on my “Eye shadows” page, and the “Home” button on my “Mascaras” page. In order to remedy this, I then undertook the task of either creating or finishing off setting up these particular hyperlinks, which after making a few minor adjustments; I managed to do these with relative ease. Of course, after completing these improvements, this meant that all of my website’s hyperlinks worked properly and were linked to the correct pages, therefore meaning that my website then complied with all of my critical success factors as a result.      
It was after this that I decided to create a questionnaire for people visiting my website, so that I could identify any problems that people may be having when they attempt to visit it. I gave these questionnaires out to three people and upon examining them; I had to complete a peer evaluation. When writing out this document, I identified that the following problems were highlighted by my peers once they had visited my web site: it failed to include a web address; information about myself the author wasn’t included; I had failed to leave a personal e-mail address for myself, allowing my customers to contact me. Due to the way in which these problems were identified, this meant that my website failed to comply with all of my critical success factors. Therefore as a result, this meant that I had to make the following improvements to my website, in order to improve its standard. As is shown in my peer evaluation, I then changed the title of my website to “Magic Make Up.com”, so that my homepage included a website, and I also added extra information about myself to my introductory paragraph. The last improvement I made was that I made sure that I added a personal e-mail address for myself, once again, to enable my customers to be able to contact me personally. After making these improvements to my web site, this now meant that it did in fact; comply with my critical success factors, thus making it of a higher standard as a result: this is also mentioned in my peer evaluation.
Personally, I believe that my web site is of a reasonably high standard, due to the way in which it complies with all of my critical success factors. As I’ve already mentioned, all of my pages follow a similar layout, and all of my colour schemes are attractive and compliment each other, making it more appealing to readers as a result. All of the text I have inserted is easy to read, and the colours it consists of don’t clash with my background either, to prevent my web pages from being too overpowering for readers, and when I have inserted the images that I need, I have also ensured that they are real images of make up products, as opposed to clip art pictures, so that it is easy for readers to see the types of products available to purchase over my website. In addition, I have also made sure that all of my hyperlinks are easy to locate, work properly, and are linked to the correct pages, so that users don’t encounter any difficulties when attempting to navigate around my website: I have also ensured that all of my pages load quickly and easily, to make sure that when visiting my website, users have the most comfortable and enjoyable experience as possible.
Clearly, after testing my system, I did realise that some of my hyperlinks didn’t work properly, or weren’t connected to the correct places: this was easily remedied, due to the way in which I either fixed or created the needed links, therefore meaning that my website then met more of my critical success factors, as a result of me doing so.
In addition to this, another method I used to help me identify any problems regarding my website was the way that I created a questionnaire for people who had visited it, and then gave it out to three of these people. What these “Peer Evaluations” told me, was that users weren’t entirely happy with the quality of my website, as it didn’t fully comply with my critical success factors, as it didn’t include the following: a web address for my site; more information about myself, the author; a personal e-mail address for myself, the author. As a result of this, I then went back to my website and added in these missing elements, so that my website finally did comply with all of my critical success factors, and I also ensured that my website was easier and more satisfying to use by readers, meaning that consequently, by making these changes, I was increasing the chance of more people visiting and revisiting my website in the future

In my opinion, my website is useful for the people who use it, as it not only provides them with the opportunity to purchase the products they need or want, but it also provides them with relevant and useful information, regarding the use and application of such make up products as well. I have also included information about myself the author, my company, and the main things that my company do for their customers , so that when they visit my site, users are not only aware of  the purpose of my organisation, but that they are also confident, concerning who they are purchasing their items from. Consequently, this means that my website will be of a higher standard and more helpful and informative for users, therefore meaning that the site itself, also complies with my critical success factors as well. 
If I were to create my website again, I wouldn’t really make any changes to it, regarding it’s purpose and content, however I would consider making my pages a bit more professional looking, by including more real images of make up products, as at the minute, it is only my homepage, my “Make Up Quiz” page and my “Buy An Item!” page that include such pictures, perhaps making my website appear a bit childish and poorly constructed, in comparison to other websites of the same calibre.
On the other hand, if I were to create my website again, I would choose to make some improvements to it. For instance, I would probably choose to use alternative colour schemes that looked a bit more professional, in an attempt to comply further with my critical success factors, as I believe that my present colour schemes may be a bit too overpowering for readers, which may be off putting to them when they visit my website. In addition to this, I would also choose to add more elements of detail to the layout of my pages in general, as at the moment they are quite basic and don’t look very professional, which may create a bad impression for users of my website, as this may not create a very good initial impression of my organisation as a whole. As a consequence of undertaking these various improvements, this would mean that my website would better comply with my critical success factors, so would therefore, be more successful, regarding both my website and organisation in the long term, as a result.
