Website research and layout planning
I looked at websites that I knew were popular, and also another website of an Estate Agent company, that way firstly the Estate Agent site would help me understand the style that the particular type of company needs to have. I looked at a website that was popular because it will help to show me what kind of thing that would attract a person to a website.
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This is the website for a band that I know of. The site is incredibly popular, and there have been over 45000 people visiting the site just today (it records all visitors). I took a look at the things that made this site so popular:
The animation at the top draws attention, and makes you wonder what it is- it is moving just enough to draw your eye, and make you glance at it. This raises your curiosity.
The menu bar at the side is easy to use- the buttons are in the same place and all links work. This makes it easier to navigate around the site.
There is useful information, without making people feel confused and without using giant parts of text it informs you of many of the things that you may need to know.
The images draw attention and are relevant to the band- the band has a gothic style and is slightly creepy. Throughout the site it shows pictures of the band, and many versions of the band symbol.
The video that appears is like a trailer, which helps to interest you- it tells you parts of what the band is like, and so attracts your attention and draws curiosity. It also plays some of their music, giving you a taste of what they are like. 
The site is easy to navigate, and you can get to anywhere from anywhere else on the site- the menu bar appears on every page, and has links to every single page on it. 
However, the site also has its bad points:
You get very little information from it- the text is minimal and not very informative. When looking to find a date that the band is playing, I searched all over the site and found nothing.
The writing is quite difficult to read- it is small and decorated the same way as the band logo is. Though this makes it relevant, it could perhaps be made bigger and clearer. 

This is the website for another estate agency. This helps to show me the differences between the popular site and a site that is made for information:
There are larger amounts of text. This is not good because it makes the mind wander and people quickly lose interest. It is not particularly interesting to read large groups of text.
The colours are more uniformed. This in a way is good, because it shows that it is business like, but it doesn’t particularly draw attention or interest you because the colours look too dull.
But there are also several good points about the site:
The colours are business like and remind you of the company. This shows that they are still using the company colours, and also it helps you to take them more seriously, as it is a more serious kind of site than the other.
The logo is clear, and in the top corner. This reminds you straight away of the company and serves as good advertising.
It seems quite easy to navigate. Once again the menu bar is on every page, and the buttons don’t change.
The advertisements are useful and stationed around the site to give you information. This makes you think of the company, and also it can give you an insight into other things that the company might offer.
The bad points I would notice are:
It seems quite dull (however, I will note that the site is obviously aimed at adults, and so it cannot be childish). This will cause people to lack attention when reading or looking at the site, as they lose interest.

This has helped me to plan my website.
I will use images to attract an audience. However, when using animations, I will make sure they are not too complicated, as I do not want the site to take forever to load. The colours I will use will be green, black, and white. This will help it to be relevant to the company. Also, the company logo will be on every page at the top corner. 
I won’t use large areas of text, because even adults find it boring when reading large amounts of text. However, I will have to explain and use enough information. 
The text will be quite large, and bold in the headings. I will make sure it contrasts against the background so that it is easy to read. I will also use Arial font so that the audience are not distracted by the font. 
The navigation around the site will be done using a simple menu bar at the side. This will have several buttons on it to lead you around the site. I do not think I will need a site map, as I will make sure that every page is linked to every one of the others.
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