Hardware and Software
1) Write a paragraph explaining you are going to choose the hardware and software needed for Mornington Estate Agents.

Input Devices

2) Explain that an Input device is any hardware which is used to enter Data into a computer e.g. Keyboard, Mouse, Scanners, Digital camera.
Mouse

3) Use the Business Communication Systems booklet to write an explanation of what a mouse is and does.
4) Visit a website which sells computer hardware such as Dell or PC world.  Find out how much a Standard mouse and a wireless mouse costs and add this to your report.  

5) Write a Paragraph explaining the advantages and disadvantages of each type of mouse.  Say which mouse you would recommend for Mornington Estate Agents and your reasons why.

You might not necessarily choose the most expensive. Although the wireless mouse maybe better because there are no messy wires it is more expensive.  Consider things like how often you may have to replace the mice, does the standard mouse fulfil its purpose in the Estate Agents.

6) Add a picture of a wireless and standard mouse to your report.

Keyboard

7) Use the Business Communication Systems booklet to write an explanation of what a keyboard is and does.

8) Visit a website which sells computer hardware such as Dell or PC world.  Find out how much a Standard keyboard and a wireless keyboard costs and add this to your report.  

9) Write a Paragraph explaining the advantages and disadvantages of each type of keyboard.  Say which keyboard you would recommend for the Estate Agents and your reasons why.

You might not necessarily choose the most expensive. Although the wireless keyboard maybe better as it does not have messy wires it is more expensive.  Consider things like how often you may have to replace the keyboard, does the standard keyboard fulfil its purpose in the Estate Agents.

10) Add a picture of a wireless and standard keyboard to your report.

Other input devices 
11) Use the questions above to continue your report by comparing the advantages and disadvantages of the following Input devices.  Don’t forget to say how much they cost and which you would choose for the Estate Agents.

· Basic Scanner and High end scanner

· Any other input devices you feel the estate agents may need.

Output Devices
12) Explain that an Output device is any hardware which is used to put out any data which has been processed by the computer e.g.  Monitor, Printer, Projector.

Monitor
13) Use the Business Communication Systems booklet to write an explanation of what a monitor is and does.

14) Visit a website which sells computer hardware such as Dell or PC world.  Find out how much a TFT monitor is and an LCD monitor is and add this to your report.  

15) Write a Paragraph explaining the advantages and disadvantages of each type of monitor.  Say which monitor you would recommend for the Estate Agents and your reasons why.

You might not necessarily choose the most expensive. Although the LCD monitor maybe produce a better picture you must  consider things like how often you may have to replace the monitor and does the TFT monitor fulfil its purpose in the Estate Agents.

16) Add a picture of a both monitors to your report.

Printer
17) Use the Business Communication Systems booklet to write an explanation of what a printer is and does.

18) Visit a website which sells computer hardware such as Dell or PC world.  Find out how much an inkjet and a laser printer is and add this to your report.  

19) Write a Paragraph explaining the advantages and disadvantages of each type of printer.  Say which printer you would recommend for the Estate Agents and your reasons why.

You might not necessarily choose the most expensive. Although the Laser printer maybe faster and higher quality you must consider things like how often you may have to replace the printer and does the inkjet fulfil its purpose in the Estate Agents.

20) Add a picture of a both printers to your report.

Desktop
Use the Business Communication Systems booklet to write an explanation of what a desktop is and does.

18) Visit a website which sells computer hardware such as Dell or PC world.  Find out how much different desktops cost and their specifications. Now add this to your report.  

19) Write a Paragraph explaining the advantages and disadvantages of each desktop you have found.  Say which you would recommend for the Estate Agents and your reasons why.

You might not necessarily choose the most expensive. Although some desktops are better than other you must consider what they are needed for.  For example the Estate Agents may not need a big graphics capability.  It may just need to run the software and maybe the internet?

20) Add a pictures of the desktops to your report.

Software
Go to the shared area ICT, Key stage 4, Applied ICT, Unit 2, Hardware and Software.  Open up the document called Ability office.
Decide which software you will choose for the Estate Agents.  You must give the advantages and disadvantages of each type of software and state how much they cost in your report.        
Computer  Networks

Use the book GCSE Applied information and communication technology for Edexcel pages 156-166 to help you discuss Computer Networks.

Write a Paragraph explaining the advantages and disadvantages of each type of network.  Say which network you would recommend for the Estate Agents and your reasons why.

Cost and efficiency
You now need to determine the cost and efficiency of your system?  How many computers, mice, keyboards etc will your company need?  Give reasons why you need this amount?  You must consider how many staff you would have and the jobs they would be doing.  
You then must discuss why the equipment you have chosen is efficient for the job.  You will have already discussed this when choosing your hardware and software earlier.  

Finally work out the total cost of your system by adding the prices and quantity of your hardware and software together.
