Major events in the development of communications

	About 20,000 BC
	Prehistoric people used paintings and drawings to tell stories. 

	About 3500 BC
	The Sumerians developed the first known system of writing. 

	About 1500 BC
	The Semites invented the use of the alphabet for writing. 

	59 BC
	The Romans began a handwritten newssheet that was a forerunner of today's newspapers. 

	By AD 1
	The Chinese invented paper. 

	About 1045.
	Pi Sheng, a Chinese printer, invented movable type. 

	Mid-1400's.
	The German metal smith Johannes Gutenberg reinvented movable type. 

	Mid-1500's.
	The English made the first pencils of graphite, the substance used today. 

	1600's.
	Printed newssheets called corantos appeared. 

	Late 1700's.
	The French engineer Claude Chappe developed a visual telegraph.

	1811
	Friedrich Konig, a German printer, invented a steam-powered printing press. 

	1826
	Joseph Nicephore Niepce, a French physicist, made the first permanent photograph. 

	1830's
	The French painter Louis J. M. Daguerre developed an improved photograph. 

	1840
	The American painter Samuel F. B. Morse patented his electric telegraph.

	1864
	The British physicist James Clerk Maxwell reported his theory of electromagnetism, which led to radio. 

	1866
	The first successful transatlantic telegraph cable linked Europe and North America. 

	1868
	Three American inventors patented the first practical typewriter. 

	1876
	Alexander Graham Bell patented a type of telephone. 

	1877
	Thomas A. Edison developed the first practical phonograph. 

	1880's
	The German physicist Heinrich Hertz discovered electromagnetic waves. 

	1884
	Ottmar Mergenthaler, a German-born mechanic, patented the Linotype machine. 

	1895
	The Italian inventor Guglielmo Marconi developed the wireless telegraph (radio). 

	1906
	Reginald A. Fessenden, a Canadian-born physicist, transmitted voice by radio.

	1907
	The American inventor Lee De Forest patented the triode, an improved vacuum tube. 

	1929
	Vladimir K. Zworykin, a Russian-born physicist, demonstrated the first all-electronic TV system.

	1936
	The British Broadcasting Corporation made the world's first TV broadcasts. 

	1947
	Physicists at Bell Telephone Laboratories invented the transistor.

	Mid-1950's
	Television networks began to record programs on videotape. 

	1960
	Xerox Corporation perfected xerography, a copying process. 

	1960
	Echo 1 became the first satellite to receive radio signals from a ground station and reflect them back to earth. 

	1970
	Corning Glass Works produced the first optical fiber suitable for long-range communication. 

	1970's
	Several manufacturers developed videocassette recorders. 

	Early 1980's
	Several companies had begun to market cellular mobile telephones. 

	Late 1980's
	Fax machines became widely popular in business.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	1995
	DVD, optical disc storage media format, is announced.

	
	

	
	

	1997
	Apple Computer unveils the iMac.

	1998
	Google inc founded
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An Example Time line








